Date: Wednesday 3rd March

Geography Lesson

BIG QUESTION: Would natural disasters stop you wanting to live in Asia?
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How are volcanoes
formed?

What happens
when a volcano
erupts?

What is an
earthquake?

What happens
when an
earthquake erupts?

What are the
secondary
consequences of a
volcanic eruption
or an earthquake?

Link to website / lesson video: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44167620
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44129022
NEW LEARNING: To learn about eruptions.

Make sure you watch the second video where some of the younger residents explain
what it is like to live near an active volcano!

Volcanic eruptions can be catastrophic in some cases. The immediate area
is usually evacuated quickly to keep people safe. Extremely hot lava can
cause lots of damage, burning through towns and farmland. This means
farmers can lose their income and it is difficult to recover.
Natural habitats can be disrupted, and animals and plants can be
destroyed. The ash from a volcano can also cause breathing problems and
reduce visibility. However, a volcanic eruption can sometimes benefit its
surroundings. For example, the volcanic ash can break down to create
extremely fertile farmland, which makes the surrounding areas good
places for people to grow crops.
Volcanic areas can also generate geothermal energy that can be used as
renewable energy. Volcanoes are also tourist attractions which brings
money for the local communities.

Asia’s eruptions: Case studies
Unzen is a volcano located in southern Japan near
Nagasaki. In 1792, the volcano erupted
catastrophically, creating a landslide and tsunami
killing around 15,000 people. Between 1991 and
1994, Mount Unzen erupted again and is estimated
that 10,000 pyroclastic flows raced down its sides. By
1993, surges of hot air and gas had destroyed more
than 2,000 buildings in Shimabara City, located
beneath the volcano.

Mayon is a volcano located in near Luzon in the Philippines. In
January 2018, it erupted for several weeks spewing hot lava
fountains and ash 500-700 metres into the sky. It is the
country’s most active volcano. The Philippines has 22 active
volcanoes. The country is on the edge of the ‘Ring of Fire’, a
circle of tectonic plate lines that surround the Pacific Ocean.
Mount Mayon is a popular destination for climbers and tourists
but has eruptedabout 50 times in the last 500 years. In 1814, an
eruption killed 1,200 people as they were buried in volcanic
mud flows. It was the worst loss of life due to the volcanic
activity.

Agung is a volcano located in Bali, an island of Indonesia. In
1963, there were a series of eruptions that claimed around
1,900 lives and destroyed several villages. Agung has
remained dormant until the latter half of 2017 when the
island began experiencing volcanic earthquakes. It reached
more than 1,000 per day at its peak before eruptions soon
followed. It forced the evacuation of 40,000 people and
surrounding airports to close.
In May 2019, Agung spewed out lava and showers of rocks
over a distance of about two miles, with ash falling over
dozens of villages. No-one was hurt but masks were made
available and no-one was able to go within 2.5 miles of the
volcano.

INDEPENDENT TASK
TO START:
Why do people leave their homes if a nearby volcano has erupted?

MOVING ON:
What are the dangers and benefits of living close to a volcano?

Which of the three volcanoes do you think caused the most damage and
destruction? Give reasons for your answer.

CHALLENGE:

Add the three volcanoes that you learnt about today to the map above
and add as many others as you can find!
BIG QUESTION: __________?
What have you learned today that will help you to answer the Big Question?

Submit your Geography learning to your teacher through Seesaw
You can submit your work in the following ways:
1. Take a photo and send this in.
2. Type your ideas / answers to any questions in a message to your teacher.
3. Send your ideas / answers to any questions in an email to your teacher at
the email address below:
• J.Year5@arkjohnarcher.org

