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We were very happy to welcome Marsha de Cordova to Ark John Archer on Friday 18th January. Marsha
is a British Labour Party politician who was elected as the Member of Parliament for Battersea at the 2017
general election. In October 2017, she was appointed Shadow Minister for Disabled People.
Marsha has visited John Archer before and is very excited to see the transition to the Ark Network.
Marsha congratulated Kofi and Sophia on being elected as our new Head Boy and Girl and spoke about
the importance of listening to the people that you lead and making sure that their voice is heard. Marsha
also had the pleasure of watching Chestnut classes assembly about the learning. Cerys wrote this
account..
“Our assembly was all about owls and the story of the owl who lost his Twoo. We acted
out the story. A
very special visitor
came to our school
and saw our
assembly - She was
called Marsha, she
was an MP and she
said that Chestnut
had done super
work.”

Opening Morning at Ark John Archer
This week we held one of our popular topic open mornings, providing
parents with the opportunity to spend time learning in class with their
children. We were thrilled that over 30 parents spent time with their
children in class and took part in the learning. Teachers prepared a
range of challenging activities and presentations linked to the year
group topic, which included: Learning about parts of the eye in year 3
and 4, creating clay models of owls in year 1 and 2 and making glasses
in Reception.
It was great to see how many parents and carers joined their
children in class and how quickly they got involved with the learning.
Thank you to all the teachers for opening up their
classrooms and to all the parents and carers who made the time in their busy day to make it a memorable
experience for our pupils. One parent said “ I enjoy seeing my son in class, there is such a difference in
the children's
attitude in
class since the
school has
joined Ark. I
have been
really
impressed”
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The National School Breakfast Programme
‘Magic Breakfast’ for ALL Children!
Our school has joined the government’s National School
Breakfast Programme (NSBP), which is being delivered by the
charities Family Action and Magic Breakfast.
As a NSBP School we are pleased to offer a healthy school
breakfast, available to all, and enjoy the benefits that brings, with
children settled and ready to learn at the start of the school day
We are very happy to invite you and your children to our
fantastic new free breakfast provision! A delicious, healthy
breakfast will soon be available every day, offering every child
great fuel for learning.
Research has shown that children who have a healthy breakfast
achieve more at school – make sure your child doesn’t miss out!
A range of tasty food including cereals and top quality bagels will
be on offer to all children, free of charge!
And that’s not all. As well as the super food, children will be able
to chat with friends and make new ones.
Doors open at 8.40am, but please note we will stop serving breakfast at 8.50am so please make sure your
child is in school before that time!
Start date: 25th February ( Monday after half term)
Time: 8.40 –8.50am
Where:KS1 playground, KS2 playground and Nursery playground.
Open to all children, and it’s totally free! You don’t need to register your child, they can just turn up on
the day.
If any parents would like to volunteer to help at breakfast, please do come and speak to the office. We
would really welcome your support.
Don’t forget to come and
join us for our ‘Friends of
John Archer’ meeting on

Friday 8th February
We will de discussing the
recent PTA elections,
upcoming events and how to
help raising funds for Ark
John Archer.
See you there!
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Principal’s Blog - Georgina Roberts
This term, we have created ‘Kindness Calendars’ for all the pupils at Ark John
Archer to help us consider our school value of kindness. These calendars
challenge every child to take part in at least one random act of kindness
each day of the week. In assemblies and in class the children have been
sharing their acts of kindness and discussing how it feels. We believe that
together as one, we can help turn the world into a kinder place.
One child in year 3 said “Anyone can find a kind act to do, even a little thing like
smiling at someone, or holding the door open for them. We have been practicing
talking about each others good bits in class, it’s really difficult to hear good things about
yourself but feels good too.”
As a whole school we have been collecting community coins; these can be given out by
adults in our school when they see a child demonstrating kindness or good manners or
being ‘exemplary’. Every Friday, in our good news assembly, we tally up all our classes community coins
in our ‘Ark John Archer Totaliser’. The Totalizer keeps a running total of each classes acts of kindness and
helps to spread the word and kindness! At half term the class with the most coins will have a very special
treat.
We believe that by reminding the children that kindness matters. Promoting it in this way, they will come
to realise that one act can lead to so many more. The more you share, the more people will be inspired to
help us turn the world into a kinder place. Scientific studies have shown that kindness has a great number
of physical and emotional benefits and that children require a healthy dose of warm fuzzies in order to
flourish as healthy, happy, well-rounded individuals. We have thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the
children’s random acts of kindness. It has been good to remind ourselves that there are countless selfless
acts which result in another’s happiness happening all the time.
We are collecting ‘Community Coins’
At Ark John Archer we are keen to reward pupils
who demonstrate exemplary behaviour,
contributing positively to the academy’s values and
culture of learning.
At the start of Spring Term, we launched a new
system, using Community Coins to reward pupils
when they show exemplary behaviour in and
around the school. Pupils are encouraged to adopt
exceptional manners, demonstrate support for one
another, move safely and sensibly through
corridors and down the stairs, and take good care
of their external environments.
Community Coins are collected in class throughout the week and in Friday’s assembly the Community
Coin Totaliser is updated. At the end of the half term, the
winning class will be announced in assembly, receiving a
special reward of their own choosing.
At this crucial half waypoint in the term, Pine class are just
in the lead with 538 coins!
In addition, we have developed a lunchtime code to ensure
the lunch hall is a welcoming and comfortable place to eat.
Pupils are asked to follow the code and are rewarded when
they uphold this code with integrity.
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Early Years News!
You spoke and we listened!
Thank you to those parents who completed our Early Years
questionnaire. Your comments were very helpful and have provided us
with some useful information on how to continue to build our
partnership with you to secure great outcomes for our pupils!
As a result of your feedback we are excited to be offering a series of ‘talk’
sessions for our Early Years Parents. The sessions will cover a wide range
of topics from supporting your child with reading, to tips on how to help
with fussy eating! This is a fantastic opportunity to talk with other parents, share ideas and gather
some useful information. Parents who attend the sessions will also be provided with a
related valuable resource to take home and use with their child.
Tea, biscuits and cake will be provided! Please see the timetable below and add the dates in your
diaries. We are looking forward to seeing you there.
We will also be starting our ‘learning together’ sessions next week in Reception. Please refer to the
letter provided from your child’s class teacher for further information

Early Years ‘Let’s Talk’ Events calendar
Home Learning’- useful information Th ur sday 31 st January
Writing in the Early Years- Mark making to Early Learning goals Monday 11 th
February
Developing Language skills Tuesday 26 th February
Maths made fun Mon day 4 th March
Technology - getting the balance right Tuesday 19 th March
10 minute Story Time! Th ur sday 28 th March
Understanding of the world in Early Years Monday 29 th April
Independence- Health and Self-care Th ur sday 9 th May
Early reading- Helpful tips Monday 20 th May
Dinner time and fussy eaters Tuesday 4 th June
Daily Routines Monday 17 th June
Preparing your child for school - Nursery Parents only Th ur sday 4 th July

Dates to remember…..
w/c 4th February – Storytelling Week
w/c 4th February - Scholastic Book Fair (all week)
Wednesday 30th Jan – Parent Workshop: Homework
at Ark John Archer 9.00am
Tuesday 12th Feb – SEN Parent Workshop: ADHD and
Autism 9.00am

Spring Term 2019 Dates
First half term:
Tuesday 8th January 2019 to Friday 15th
February 2019
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday
22nd February 2019

Thursday 14th Feb - Par ents and car er s’ Evening
3.30pm to 7pm

Second half term:
Monday 25th February 2019 to Thursday
4th April 2019
INSET Days:

18th to 22nd February - Half Term

Monday 11th March 2019

Wednesday 13th Feb -Parents and carers’ Evening
3.30pm to 7pm

Friday 5th April 2019

