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Goodbye from Mrs Roberts
So I am faced with the question today - How do you leave a place you love?
I realise I have been very fortunate. This place, my work, our school and its people mean so much to me
and I am so proud to be have been part of our school and our pupils’ education.
What I love the most about Ark John Archer is that as soon I walk into the building I feel uplifted and
this has amazed me every day, that by the time I reach my office I have inevitably laughed, been greeted
by my colleagues and definitely be smiling. When the children arrive, the place is alive with their positive
energy, smiles, updates on what they have achieved, what they have read, their goals for the day or
telling me important news. Our school is a wonderful place to be. It is the greatest privilege that every day I have worked with
the most brilliant children.
I want to pay tribute to all my colleagues and governors for their support, friendship, kindness and talent. I will always
remember the highlights as well as our struggles and tiredness (!). I feel so proud of all my team and how, together, we have
helped our school to grow; I have learnt so much from them all over the 4 years. There were times when the challenges before
me seemed really tough but my team’s support energy, enthusiasm and respect helped to motivate and inspire me every day.
It has also been a privilege to have served this community and to have built relationships with so many families. I have many
special memories of all the things we achieved together, the goals we conquered, the school events shared, the international
evenings, the school fairs, the mufti days, the dressing up, the school plays, the concerts, the songs sung, the dancing, the
competing, the investigating, the stories written and read and the answers explored.
But most importantly I will remember the children we have nurtured, the minds we have developed, great things with great love.
Thank you so much.

A special assembly…..
This morning we said a fond farewell to our Principal, Mrs Roberts.
Pupils from each class held up letters spelling out her name and spoke about
what Mrs Roberts means to them and to the school community.
We had a quiz, pitting Mrs Roberts against Sahima, one of our year 6
pupils. The questions were all about Ark John Archer, including how many
trees there are in the KS2 playground. If you didn’t know the answer, there
are 6!
Mrs Roberts also received a 100% Attendance Award for her time at High
View and Ark John Archer. Very impressive!
Mrs Roberts will definitely have to get a taxi home this afternoon to carry all
the lovely gifts and
cards she received
from the staff, parents
and carers of Ark John
Archer!
We wish you all the
best for the future Mrs
Roberts. Thank you
for your dedication
and hard work over
the years. We hope
you have success and
happiness in all that
you do.
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Dear Parents/carers,
I am writing to update you on the leadership arrangements for the
remainder of the Summer term.
I am delighted to announce that both Mr Glenn Prior and Ms Zara Simpson
have both been appointed to share the position of joint Heads of School. I
will support them as Executive Principal.
Mr Prior has been working alongside teachers and staff in the school since
September, and as such commands a great deal of respect for his excellent
knowledge and experience of what great teaching looks like. He will be
leading as Head of school for teaching and learning and will lead on all
things related to the curriculum and the quality of learning within the
school.
Ms Simpson, is very well know and respected throughout the John Archer
community. She will be leading as Head of Pastoral care and will take the
lead on parent and community engagement, SEND and inclusion alongside
attendance and behaviour matters.
We will be conducting parent clinics weekly, with an open invite for anyone
to come and discuss matters that have arisen or any concerns they may have,
these will take place at 9.30am Fridays and will be with myself and Ms
Simpson.
I am confident that we have secured two very capable leaders to help see the
school through this transition.
As I mentioned previously, the process for recruiting a new principal has already started and I
remain optimistic that we will be able to make an appointment to the position of Principal for
September. I will keep you informed as soon as we have any further news regarding this.
Kind regards,

Damian McBeath

Request to take children out of school in school time.
Requesting absence in term time must be made using the application for term-time leave of
absence and must be made in advance of booking tickets or making arrangements. The form can
be obtained from, and should be returned to the school office.
The law says that absence will only be granted where the Principal considers it is due to
‘exceptional circumstances’. Parents will be expected to meet with the Principal who will get back
to them within 7 school days as to whether the request is authorised or unauthorised.
There are approximately 195 school days (390 sessions) a year when your child is expected to
attend. There are also approximately 71 days (142 sessions) of school holidays. This is over 13
school weeks. Parents, carers and guardians should please ensure that holidays are taken during
this period.
We must express the importance of your child attending school every day and the effect this
could have on their learning. Missing time from school can have a huge impact on progress.
The government has guidelines which state that absences during term time to go on holiday or
abroad cannot be authorised, therefore you that you may be referred to our Education Welfare
Officer and you are likely to be issued a fixed penalty fine of £60.00 per child per parent.
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Parents and carers
We need your help!
Our Summer Fete is just around the corner.

Saturday 29th June 11am - 3pm

We need volunteers to help us organise the
fete, as well as assisting us with setting up
and running the stalls. If you are able to
support us in any way, please email
friendsofjohnarcher@gmail.com

Ark John Archer

There will be lots of fabulous stalls at our
fete and we would like to ask for
the following:
Donations for the teddy tombola or toy/book
stall do not need to be new but we would ask
for them to be in good condition.

Ark John Archer Primary Academy
Plough Terrace, St Johns Hill, SW11 2AA

We also need donations for our bottle
tombola: shampoo, drinks, body lotions,
bubble bath, vinegar, oils etc.
Please bring any donations you may have to
the school office.
If you would like to make a contribution to
our cake stall, please inform the Friends of
John Archer or school office what you intend
to make. The dish should be brought on the
day of the fete and should include a list of
ingredients. Please remember we are a nut
free school.
Any contributions would be most gratefully
received and all money raised at the fete will
benefit the pupils of Ark John Archer.

Many thanks

Important Notice
We would ask parents, carers and staff to be
mindful when sitting on the walls outside
houses close to the school.
Please ensure rubbish is disposed correctly
and not thrown into gardens, cigarette butts
are discarded responsibly and children are
not left to swing on residential gates.
We appreciate your support in the matter.

Message from Wandsworth Council
If you are a parent/ carer of a child with Autism (ASD) including those on a waiting list for a
diagnosis, or if your child has emerging social communication difficulties then the council would like to
hear your views on the proposed changes to the Autistic Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) Advisory Services.
Please visit the following website: https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/
wandsworthcsd/asd-19 to find our online questionnaire or alternatively if
you would like a paper copy of the questionnaire in a larger font or a different
language then contact 020 8871 6242 or email consult@wandsworth.gov.uk
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Dates for your diary
17th May - Tea Party for Mrs Roberts
3.15pm
20th May - Early Years Let’s Talk:
Early Reading - helpful hints 9am
21st May - Parent Workshop: SEN
Dyslexia and Speech Difficulties 9am
27th May to 31st May - Half Term
4th June - Early Years Let’s Talk:
Dinner Time and fussy eaters 9am
5th June - Parent Workshop: Sex and
Relationship Education 9am
17th June - Early Years Let’s Talk:
Daily Routines 9am
24th June - INSET Day. School
closed to pupils
27th June - Parent Workshop: FGM
9am
16th July - Parent Workshop:
E Safety and keeping your children safe
online 9am
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Half Term
We break up for half term at 3.15pm on
Friday 24th May 2019.
School returns on Monday 3rd June 2019.
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