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The National School Breakfast
Programme

Newsletter

‘Magic Breakfast’ for ALL Children!

Spring 2019

Our school has joined the government’s
National School
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Breakfast Programme (NSBP), which is being
delivered by the charities Family Action and
Magic Breakfast.

Reading for Pleasure

We are pleased to offer a healthy
school breakfast, available to all, and enjoy the
benefits that brings, with children settled and
ready to learn at the start of the school day.
We are very happy to invite you and your children to our fantastic new free breakfast provision! A delicious, healthy breakfast will soon be available every day,
offering every child great fuel for learning.
Doors open at 8.40am, but please note we will stop serving breakfast at 8.50am so please make sure your child is
in school before that time!
Start date: 4th March 2019 – we are waiting for freezer to be delivered to keep all the bagels!

At Ark John Archer we believe that reading is a key to being great
learner. When children read everyday for enjoyment, it helps them to
develop their language skills, stimulates imagination and expands
their understanding of the world. Because we believe developing a
love of reading is one of the most powerful ways of ensuring that
children reach their potential, we have improved our reading areas and
have brought hundreds of new books to ensure our pupils have access
to the best fiction and nonfiction available.

Time: 8.40 –8.50am

This term is the re launch of ‘Reading for Pleasure’ at Ark John Archer

Where: KS1 playground, KS2 playground and Nursery playground.

Our half term holiday home learning hopes to encourage our families to read together. We hope that you
find time to support us. The more fun you have when reading with your child, the more likely you are to
instill a love of reading. Little and often is the key!

Open to all children, and it’s totally free! You don’t need to register your child, they can just turn up on the day.
If any parents would like to volunteer to help at breakfast, please do come and speak to the office. We would
really welcome your support.
We look forward to seeing you at breakfast!

Dates to remember…..
25th Feb - First day of second half of Spring
Term
26th Feb - Let’s Talk: Developing Language
Skills in Early Years 9.00am
4th March - Let’s Talk: Maths Made fun in
Early Years 9.00am
5th March - Parent Workshop: Promoting
reading at home 9.00am
8th March - World Book Day Mufti
11th March - Ark Network INSET Day:
School closed to pupils

Happy Holidays!
We hope you all have a wonderful
half term with your family and friends. We
look forward to seeing you for the start of
the second half of Spring term on
Monday 25th February 2019

Tel: 0207 228 1710

Reading sessions at home
(recorded in the child’s reading record)

Spring Term 2019 Dates
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd February
2019
Second half term:
Monday 25th February 2019 to Thursday 4th April
2019
INSET Days:
Monday 11th March 2019
Friday 5th April 2019

Important Notice

15 reads

A book mark

30 reads

A pencil

60 reads

A book of their choice

Guidance on Home Reading
Read to your child (even if they are in KS2 including year 6!) Sometimes your child may bring home a
text that is too difficult for them to read independently. This is a good opportunity for you to read the
book to your child. Being read to is a vital part of children’s reading development.
Read with your child
If the text is one that your child can read parts of, while some parts may be too difficult, this is an
opportunity for you to read with your child. You may read parts of the text and allow your child to read
parts. Leave off the end of sentences for your child to read or encourage your child to read familiar words.
Let your child read to you
Some texts will be easier for your child to read, and can be read by your
child. If your child can read the text independently, take them a step
further with discussion and share ‘book talk’.

Please ensure rubbish is disposed correctly and not
thrown into gardens, cigarette butts are discarded
responsibly and children are not left to swing on
residential gates.

Email: admin@arkjohnarcher.org

Website: arkjohnarcher.org

‘To promote
reading at home,
we have a school
reward system
called 60 Reads’

Every time your child brings a book home it is important that their reading log is filled out and a
signature, comment or query for the class teacher is made.

We would ask parents and carers to be mindful when
sitting on the walls outside houses close to the school
when waiting to collect their children.

We appreciate your support in the matter.

PRIZE

Book Talk - questions to ask whilst reading together….What did
you learn? Why do you think that character did that? Why do you think the
author chose that title? How did the illustrations help the story?
Above all, make it an enjoyable and positive experience!

Tel: 0207 228 1710
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Have you ever wanted to show case your art? Are you
interested in books, literature and generally being an
amazing artist?

Then this is for you!
Over the holidays, we want our pupils to
create an artistic sculpture, piece of art or
design that will bring our library to life!
Think, Roald Dahl’s head, Harry Potter’s
wand, Black
Beauty, Toad of Toad Hall. The sky is the
limit! The best three pieces will win an
amazing award in our first assembly when
we return.

Ark John Archer Primary Academy
Kindness at Ark John Archer
A kind word, a smile,
opening a door, or
helping someone
carry a heavy load can
all be acts of kindness.
Kindness is also about
telling the truth in a
gentle way when doing
so is helpful to the other person. Talking
about things in
loving and caring way
is an important part of
developing trusting
relationships and friendships.
We have been thinking about our school value
of kindness at Ark John Archer and the children
have been filling in their kindness calendars
where they have recorded an act of kindness every day.

Best of luck artists!

The whole school winner is Daniyal from
aspen class. He was very excited to present his
completed Random Acts of Kindness challenge
to Mrs. Roberts. His favourite part about the

Nursery Class Library Trip
On 5th February Acorn class went on a local trip to
York Gardens Library. We took part in a story time
and then we looked at some books in the library.
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St Peter’s Battersea are offering a free Holiday Lunch
Club to pupil on free school meals for half term.
The club runs from 11.30-1.15 on the following days and
venues:
Tuesday 19 & Thursday 21 Feb at St Peter’s SW11 2DE
Wednesday 20 Feb at St Mark’s SW11 1EJ
Tuesday 16 April at St Peter’s SW11 2EZ
Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 April at St Marks SW11
1EJ.
For further information and to register please email:
lunchclubasmbr.org.uk.
You can also collect a form to register your child from
the school office.
Thank you,
Georgina Roberts. Principal

To end this term’s topic on Castles, Knights and Dragons, Acorn class
held a medieval banquet on Thursday!
Throughout this half term, the children have
been retelling stories like Puff the Magic
Dragon, using adjectives to describe the
characters, talking about their favourite part
and why they like it.
The children dressed up in fine costumes and
were so excited to take part in this special day.
They drew pictures of themselves in their outfits
and had lots of wonderful treats to eat.
We would like to thank all the parents and
carers for their kind contributions.

We learnt how to take care of books and that we
need to be quiet in the library. We all received a
story book to take home.
“We go to the library. I read some books.”
Zipporah
“We went to the library. We read some books and
the teacher read some books. I like the guessing
book.” Emilia
“We went to the library and we looked at the books.
The lady read books. I like the book with the snails.”
Billie
“We read books. I like the book with the shell.” Joel

Tel: 0207 228 1710
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‘Learning

Aspen class were very lucky to have
another visitor last Friday. Adassa
(Fahma's mum) came in to class to read a
story in Somali, called 'The Swirling
Hijab'. Children listened very carefully
and enjoyed listening to the story in a
different language. Children who were
familiar with Somali were proud to share
their knowledge of the language. Some
children also asked Adassa some
questions in Somali!

Together’ in Reception!’

On Monday 28th January we had our first ‘Learning Together’ session in Reception! Seven lovely
parents came to watch a maths lesson being modelled to their children. They took part in supporting
their child to complete the follow up activity. It was nice to see our parents being
involved in the learning with their children at school and developing new ways to support them in
making progress. This proved to be a successful morning with parents commenting that it was “very
helpful to see what they are learning” and “now I can support her to learn this at home”. Since then
we have had two more sessions focusing on English and our new ‘Talk Boost’ speech intervention.
These were both attended well and we can’t wait to welcome more of our parents to the weekly
sessions after half term where we will continue to focus on modelling different areas of the Early
Years Curriculum.

Aspen Class have had a fantastic term learning about ‘People who Help Us’. We invited parents in to
class to share what they do for work. It has been a wonderful learning experience for us all, with visits
from a nurse, architect, graphic designer, civil servant, jeweller, baker and a mathematician!
The children have had a
good taste of the working
world and had the
chance to experience
activities that adults
might do on a daily
basis.

Network performance
KS2- Ark is now the second highest performing large MAT for KS2 attainment, with 69% of
students reaching the expected standard in reading, writing & Maths (which is up 7 points
year-on-year). Ark was the only large MAT that improved attainment by more than national
average in all three subjects – reading, writing and maths. We are very proud to be part of the
Ark Academy Network.

They have some big
dreams for their future
and know that if they
keep trying their best
and don’t give up, they
too will get there!

% RWM Expected+
MAT
Harris Federation
Ark Schools
Delta
AET
Plymouth CAST
Oasis
TKAT
E-ACT
Elliot
REAch2
United Learning
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Schools
13
19
25
32
32
29
28
14
24
45
18

Result
70
69
67
66
63
62
61
60
60
60
58

Email: admin@arkjohnarcher.org

YOY
-6
+7
+13
+7
+4
+6
+8
+3
+7
+6
+9

vs Nat
+6
+5
+3
+2
-1
-2
-3
-4
-4
-4
-6
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There are lots of ways to be part of
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‘Friends of John Archer, and everyone is

Friends of Ark John Archer

a member just by having a child at the

________________________________________________________________________________

Meet the

Committee and Trustees

school.
We are looking for volunteers to help out
on stalls at the Summer Fete and find
amazing raffle prizes. Children love our
movie nights (an after-school night of a

Bringing together parents, carers and the local community to support our school.

Jade
PTA Chair and mum to
Saviour in Nursery

film and popcorn) - we are looking for
volunteers who can help make them a big
success.
Are you a wiz in the kitchen? You can
bake some delicious treats to sell at our

A big thank you to all
the parents, carers
and staff who
volunteered for our
recent International
Event and Winter
Festival. Without
you, these events
wouldn’t be possible.
______________

Parents and carers are a huge part of our school community and we deeply
value your help and engagement.
As a parent or carer of a child who attends Ark John Archer, you are
automatically a member of our PTA and we encourage you to play an active
part. Everyone who volunteers at Ark John Archer plays an essential role in
creating a happy, warm and fun environment for our children to learn.
You can get updates via the Friends of John Archer Facebook group, or
email for more information at friendsofjohnarcher@gmail.com

Want
more
news?
Join our Facebook
group: FRIENDS OF
JOHN ARCHER
for updates, and
ways you can help
our school.

Ongoing

8 Mar

14 Mar

15 Mar

LET’S TALK

WORLD BOOK
DAY

MOVIE NIGHT

RED NOSE DAY

Tickets will be on sale for
£2.00 each after half
term.

Another mufti day is
coming up to raise money
for Comic Relief.

Movie Night is open to all
year groups.

Pay £1 and dress in red.
We will also be holding a
cake sale.

Don’t forget to come and
join our sessions. This is
an opportunity for
parents and carers of our
Early Years
children to share their
own tips, and to learn
how they can support
their child and the
school.

Time to get creative!
World Book Day is
coming up and we are
holding a mufti day. We
can’t wait to see which
characters your
children dress up as.
Prizes for the best
dressed!

If you can spare 2 hours
to volunteer, please
contact Friends of John
Archer or the school
office.

Support this fabulous
cause by baking a cake or
volunteering for an hour.
Please contact Friends of
John Archer or the school
office.

various cake sales.

Sabha
PTA Vice Chair, Trustee and
mum to Sabrina in Year 5

Maybe you know a business that has a
volunteer scheme or is looking for a
charity partner. Or do you have links to a

Abigail

local arts or cultural centre that might be
able to help?

Trustee and mum to Brexio in
Year 3 and Lois in Year 5

We recently held an election to fill key
roles of out PTA committee. Meet the team
(right) and if you want more information,
email friendsofjohnarcher@gmail.com to
learn more.

All help, no matter how big or
small, is appreciated.

Gaia
Trustee and mum to Tommy in
Year 2

Shamim
Trustee and mum to Ruhama
in Year 5 and Sharika in Year 6

