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In Year 5, pupils are reading with a good degree of fluency and are
employing decoding strategies with independence and speed, they
continue to build their stamina for reading. Pupils develop a wider
scope of familiar vocabulary and apply this into the context of the
texts they read and other texts of the same theme and genre. Pupils
are exposed to a range of more complex texts and wider reading
opportunities, experiencing a range of genres and fiction / nonfiction, and building the context and the background knowledge
required for a greater depth of comprehension.

Where children read with fluency, the barrier to them comprehending what they have read
is reduced. In class, children practise reading challenging words daily on fluency grids,
increasing their speed and learning strategies to overcome the challenge of difficult and
unfamiliar words. These grids are shared weekly on Seesaw for children to rehearse daily
at home – remember, the more fluent they read, the more chance they will understand
what they have read!

Children also learn to identify the following punctuation in their reading texts. They are
taught how to use this punctuation to read accurately and with correct phrasing and
expression – again, reducing their barriers to comprehension.

Which ones have you read?
q The Wolves of Willoughby Chase
Joan Aiken

q Brightstorm
Vashti Hardy

q Who Let the Gods Out?
Maz Evans

q The Witches
Roald Dahl & Quentin Blake

q Sky Song
Abi Elphinstone

q The Bacteria Book
Steve Mould

q The Variety of Life
Nicola Davies & Lorna Scobie

q One Plastic Bag
Miranda Paul

q There’s a Boy in the Girls’
Bathroom
Louis Sachar

q Roller Girl
Victoria Jamieson

q The Nowhere Emporium
Ross MacKenzie

q The White Giraffe
Lauren St John

q Beetle Boy
M. G. Leonard

q The Iliad and the Odyssey
Marcia Williams

q Everest
Sangma Francis & Lisk Feng

q Cookie and the Most Annoying
Boy in the World
Konnie Huq

q Werewolf Club Rules
Joseph Coelho

q A Galaxy of Her Own
Libby Jackson

q The Explorer
Katherine Rundell

q Varmints
Helen Ward

q King Kong
Anthony Browne

q The Goldfish Boy
Lisa Thompson

q The Boy At the Back of the Class
Onjali Rauf

q Happy Poems
Roger McGough

q The Secret Garden
Frances Hodgson Burnett

q The Storm Keeper’s Island
Catherine Doyle

By the end of Year 5, children should be able to write for a range of
purposes and audiences including cohesive devices across
paragraphs to ensure that the writing makes sense and can be real
or fictional with clearly identifiable characters, settings and
atmospheres. Children will be introduced to modal verbs and be
expected to write ensuring a consistent and correct tense. Children
will learn about relative clauses using who / which / whose and that.
Children will also learn how to vary the length of sentences in order to make the writing
more interesting as well as changing tenses. Children will also be taught how to use many
suffixes and prefixes as well as about singular and plural subject/verb agreement. Children
will also be taught how to use commas to avoid any ambiguity in their writing.
SPELLING LIST
Spellings will be sent out each week on Seesaw - children have a weekly spelling test of up to
15 words. You can support your child by helping them to learn a few spellings a day
accommodate

conscience

existence

muscle

rhythm

accompany

conscious

explanation

necessary

sacrifice

according

controversy

familiar

neighbour

secretary

achieve

convenience

foreign

nuisance

shoulder

aggressive

correspond

forty

occupy

signature

amateur

criticise

frequently

occur

sincere

ancient

curiosity

government

opportunity

sincerely

apparent

definite

guarantee

parliament

soldier

appreciate

desperate

harass

persuade

stomach

attached

determined

hindrance

physical

suggest

available

develop

identity

prejudice

symbol

average

dictionary

immediate

privilege

system

awkward

disastrous

immediately

profession

temperature

bargain

embarrass

individual

programme

thorough

bruise

environment

interfere

pronunciation

twelfth

category

equip

interrupt

queue

variety

cemetery

equipped

language

recognise

vegetable

committee

equipment

leisure

recommend

vehicle

communicate

especially

lightening

relevant

yacht

community

exaggerate

marvellous

restaurant

competition

excellent

mischievous

rhyme

Pupils will learn to use a range of punctuation in their writing. This will build up from the
learning in previous years which included full stops, capital letters and question and
exclamation marks along with apostrophes, commas, colons and ellipses to also include
different types of parentheses.

Handwriting will be taught throughout the year with key foci being the size and direction
of digits and letters and correct joining of letters to each other in most pieces of writing as
well as developing, speed, accuracy and stamina when writing.

The main focus of maths teaching in Year 5 is to ensure that pupils
extend the understanding of the number system and place value to
include larger integers. This should develop the connections that
pupils make between multiplication and division with fractions,
decimals, percentages and ratio. At this stage, pupils should develop
their ability to solve a wider range of problems using both written
and mental methods of calculation.
With this grounding in arithmetic, pupils will learn the language of algebra as a means for
solving a variety of problems. In geometry, your child will learn to classify shapes with
complex properties and will learn the vocabulary they need to describe them.
Skills will be developed by using the following models and concrete equipment:

Children will also access Times Tables Rock Stars to develop their rapid recall
of times tables. This will be consolidated during our Maths Meetings, where
children will rehearse key skills and knowledge to ensure they can work
confidently when problem solving and applying their learning to new
situations.
https://ttrockstars.com/
Homework will be set weekly on Mathletics. Work will be selected to support
the learning being done within the class.
https://login.mathletics.com/

In Year 5, pupils develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of
scientific ideas. They do this through exploring and talking about
their ideas; asking their own questions about scientific phenomena;
and analysing functions, relationships and interactions more
systematically. At upper Key Stage 2, they should encounter more
abstract ideas and begin to recognise how these ideas help them to
understand and predict how the world operates. They should also
begin to recognise that scientific ideas change and develop over
time.
Pupils study the following units throughout their time in Year 5:

Earth and Space
Is Earth a space oddity?
Pupils explore the solar system, examining how it fits within the universe and the Milky
Way. They discover the relationship between the Sun and Earth, and phases of the moon;
day and night; seasons; time zones across the globe. Pupils learn how theories about space
and the shape of Earth have changed over time and how differing theories remain.

Forces
How do we know forces are even there?
Pupils learn to define forces and their impact. They discover how Isaac Newton’s work
helped us to understand forces and how this impacted the modern world and modern
technology. They investigate friction, air resistance and water resistance to understand
the effect these have on objects.

Materials: Properties and Changes
Which is the most useful material and why?
Pupils take a deeper look at the properties of materials and their usefulness for different
purposes; reversible/irreversible changes in relation to changes in states of matter;
conductivity; magnetism. They investigate corrosion and neutralisation, discovering acids
and bases, and how the pH scale can be used to distinguish between these.

Lifecycles
How do life cycles differ?
Pupils explore the differences between lifecycles of different animal classes; vertebrates;
invertebrates. They learn about the process of gestation in mammals and the process of
reproduction for plants, both sexually and asexually. Pupils discover the impact of the work
of both David Attenborough and Jane Goodall in our understanding of the natural world.

Growing Older
When do we grow up the most?
Pupils order the stages of human life and growth, comparing the lifecycle of a human
directly with their knowledge of animal lifecycles and the aging process for other
mammals. They discover how babies develop from womb to infancy, and how adults age
over time. Pupils investigate the impact of aging on the human body, health and fitness.

Working Scientifically
During Year 5, pupils will use the following practical scientific methods,
processes and skills:
• planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including
recognising and controlling variables.
• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing
accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate.
• recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams
and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs.
• using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair
tests.
• reporting and presenting findings from enquiries.
• identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute
ideas or arguments.

In Year 5, pupils build on previous learning to continue exploring
civilizations that have had a significant impact on British, European,
and Global society. Through discovering British history through the
invasions by the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, children find out about
key figures that influenced this time period, and how life changed
for those living in Britain at that time. Children then move forward
to the Industrial Revolution where they investigate a comparatively
recent point in time that has impacted modern life due to the
development in technology.
Pupils study the following units throughout their time in Year 5:

Anglo Saxons and Scots
How dark were the ‘Dark Ages’?
Pupils discover who invaded Britain following the fall of the Roman Empire. They
explore the structure, organisation and laws of the new society and kingdoms,
exploring the impact of Alfred the Great on education and society. Pupils learn how
the discovery of Sutton Hoo enabled modern historians to learn about the daily lives
and beliefs of Anglo Saxons.

The Vikings and Anglo Saxons
How much did Britain change from 793AD to 1066?
Pupils discover who the Vikings were, how they came to invade Britain in 793AD, forcing
King Alfred into hiding, and how they established a new territory, Danelaw. They
explore like in Viking Britain and Viking society; the hierarchy of roles and
responsibilities. Pupils learn how England became a unified country and how it was
conquered in 1066.

Baghdad and the Middle East
What was the Golden Age of Islam and how did it help us
today?
Pupils discover how and when Baghdad was built and became the centre of the Islamic
world, making direct comparisons with London in 1000AD. They plot this, and further
developments, on a timeline. Pupils discover what is considered the Golden Age of
Islam and why it has significance before studying how the Islamic Empire came to an
end. They learn of significant people who have made advancements in Science and
Maths.

The Industrial Revolution
Did the industrial revolution change the course of Britain and
beyond for better or worse??
Pupils chart the changes over the period of time where Britain changed from a mostly
rural society to an industrial one. They explore the concept of the British Empire and
colonies, gaining an understanding of how slavery as impacted people across the globe,
and continues to do so. They learn about significant changes; textiles; steam power;
iron and coal. Pupils discover and assess the environmental impact over time.

HISTORY CURRICULUM TIMELINE

In Year 5 pupils focus on learning about the human and physical
geography found in Asia. They will discover what makes Asia so
significant on a global scale in terms of natural occurrences including
earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis. This topic spans the entire
Spring term, giving pupils have the opportunity to learn in detail
what life is like for those living in a hugely contrasting area of the
world.
Pupils study the following unit throughout their time in Year 5:

Asia: Volcanoes and Earthquakes
What are natural disasters and how do they impact the lives of
people living in Asia?
Pupils develop knowledge of physical geography, exploring the different types
of land and climates across Asia. Pupils learn about tectonic plates and their
movements, including how continental drift created the continents. They study the
formation of mountains and volcanoes; how/why volcanoes erupt; how/why
earthquakes occur.

For regular updates on school events, curriculum activities and community
information, follow us now on the following social platforms:

Instagram

Twitter

@arkjohnarcher

@ArkJohnArcher

School website
www.arkjohnarcher.org

