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In Year 4, pupils are reading with a good degree of fluency and are
employing decoding strategies with independence and speed, they
continue to build their stamina for reading. Pupils are exposed to a
range of more complex texts and wider reading opportunities,
experiencing a range of genres and fiction / non-fiction, and building
the context and the background knowledge required for a greater
depth of comprehension.

Where children read with fluency, the barrier to them comprehending what they have read
is reduced. In class, children practise reading challenging words daily on fluency grids,
increasing their speed and learning strategies to overcome the challenge of difficult and
unfamiliar words. These grids are shared weekly on Seesaw for children to rehearse daily
at home – remember, the more fluent they read, the more chance they will understand
what they have read!

Children also learn to identify the following punctuation in their reading texts. They are
taught how to use this punctuation to read accurately and with correct phrasing and
expression – again, reducing their barriers to comprehension.

Which ones have you read?
q How to Train Your Dragon
Cressida Cowell

q Town is By the Sea
Joanne Schwartz & Sydney
Smith

q The Legend of Podkin One-Ear
Kieran Larwood & David Wyatt

q Real-Life Mysteries
Susan Martineau & Vicky
Barker

q The Story of Tutankhamun
Patricia Cleveland-Peck & Isabel
Greenberg

q The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane
Kate DiCamillo & Bagram
Ibatoulline

q The Queen’s Nose
Dick King-Smith

q How to Help a Hedgehog and
Protect a Polar Bear
Jess French & Angela Keoghan

q The Train to Impossible Places
P. G. Bell & Flavia Sorrentino

q Curiosity: The Story of a Mars
Rover
Markus Motum

q The Accidental Prime Minister
Tom Mclaughlin

q Stuart Little
E.B. White

q I Don’t Like Poetry
Joshua Seigal

q The Butterfly Lion
Michael Morpurgo

q The Skies Above My Eyes
Charlotte Gullain & Yuval
Zommer

q The Lost Words
Jackie Morris &, Robert
Macfarlane

q Alex Sparrow and the Really Big
Stink
Jennifer Killick

q When the Mountains Roared
Jess Butterworth

q The Firework Maker's Daughter
Philip Pullman

q Joan Proctor, Dragon Doctor
Patricia Valdez & Felicita Sala

q The Akimbo Adventures
Alexander McCall Smith

q Pippi Longstocking
Astrid Lindgren & Tony Ross

q Starfell
Dominique Valente & Sarah
Warburton

q The Day War Came
Nicola Davies & Rebecca Cobb

q Aliens Invaded My Talent Show
Matt Brown & Paco Sordo

q Five on a Treasure Island
Enid Blyton

By the end of Year 4, children should be able to write for a range of
purposes including coherent stories that make sense and can be real
or fictional with clearly identifiable characters, settings and plots.
Children will be introduced to the simple past tense (using have e.g. I
have been eating my dinner). Paragraphing will be taught in order to
ensure the writing is interesting and varied whilst also being related.
Children will learn how to use nouns and pronouns in order to avoid
repetition and also to use a range of adverbs, conjunctions,
prepositions and powerful verbs. Children will also learn how to vary the length of sentences
in order to make the writing more interesting as well as changing tenses. Children will also be
taught how to use many suffixes and prefixes as well as about singular and plural subject/verb
agreement.
SPELLING LIST
Spellings will be sent out each week on Seesaw - children have a weekly spelling test of up to
15 words. You can support your child by helping them to learn a few spellings a day.

accident

circle

February

library

possible

accidentally

complete

forward

material

potatoes

actual

consider

forwards

medicine

pressure

actually

continue

fruit

mention

probably

address

decide

grammar

minute

promise

answer

describe

group

natural

purpose

appear

different

guard

naughty

quarter

arrive

difficult

guide

notice

question

believe

disappear

heard

occasion

recent

bicycle

early

heart

occasionally

regular

breath

earth

height

often

reign

breathe

eight

history

opposite

remember

build

eighth

imagine

ordinary

sentence

busy

enough

increase

particular

separate

business

exercise

important

peculiar

special

calendar

experience

interest

perhaps

straight

caught

experiment

island

popular

strange

centre

extreme

knowledge

position

strength

century

famous

learn

possess

suppose

certain

favourite

length

possession

surprise

therefore

though

although

thought

through

various

weight

woman

women

wonder

Pupils will learn to use a range of punctuation in their writing. This will build up from the
learning in previous years which included full stops, capital letters and question and
exclamation marks along with apostrophes, commas, colons and ellipses.

Handwriting will be taught throughout the year with key foci being the size and direction
of digits and letters and correct joining of letters to each other in most pieces of writing.

The principal focus of Mathematics teaching in Year 4 is to ensure
that pupils become increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the
four operations, including number facts and the concept of place
value. This should ensure that pupils develop efficient written and
mental methods and perform calculations accurately with
increasingly large whole numbers.
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including with
simple fractions and decimal place value. Pupils will also draw with increasing accuracy and
develop mathematical reasoning so they can analyse shapes and their properties, and
confidently describe the relationships between them. It should ensure that they can
accurately use measuring instruments and make connections between measure and number.
By the end of Year 4, pupils should have memorised their times tables up to and including
the 12 times table, and they will show precision and fluency in their work. Pupils should
read and spell mathematical vocabulary correctly and confidently.
Skills will be developed by using the following models and concrete equipment:

Children will also access Times Tables Rock Stars to develop their rapid recall
of times tables. This will be consolidated during our Maths Meetings, where
children will rehearse key skills and knowledge to ensure they can work
confidently when problem solving and applying their learning to new
situations.
https://ttrockstars.com/
Homework will be set weekly on Mathletics. Work will be selected to support
the learning being done within the class.
https://login.mathletics.com/

In Year 4, pupils will broaden their scientific view of the world
around them. They will do this through exploring, talking about,
testing and developing ideas about everyday phenomena and the
relationships between living things and familiar environments, and
by beginning to develop their ideas about functions, relationships
and interactions.
Pupils study the following units throughout their time in Year 4:

Teeth and Digestion
Are teeth all the same and are they important?
Pupils learn about the different types of human teeth and their features. They investigate
the effects of mistreatment of teeth and compare different animals’ teeth. Pupils discover
more about how to keep our teeth healthy. Pupils investigate the different parts of the
digestive system, discovering the function of each organ and how they work together to
break down food. They describe the journey food takes in our bodies.

States of Matter
What would the impact be of not having a water cycle?
Pupils explore and compare the three different states, conducting investigations to
discover how and why states may change, and whether the changes are reversible or
irreversible. They investigate the processes of evaporation and condensation and how
these fit into the water cycle.

Classification and Environments
What is classification and how does it help us?
Pupils discover how organisms rely on each other within a single ecosystem. They
explore food chains and the concept of a food web, before classifying animals and
plants using a range of advanced criteria. Pupils investigate how environments change
for the better and worse, both naturally and through human intervention – and the
long-lasting effects.

Sound
What is sound and does it help us?
Pupils learn to define sound as a type of energy. They investigate how sound is made in
different ways and how it travels through differently through solids, liquids and gases.
Pupils lean how humans hear and the importance of protecting our hearing. Pupils
investigate how the pitch and volume of sounds can be changed, and how distance can
affect how we hear sounds.

Electricity
What is electricity and how can it be used?
Pupils learn to define electricity and to identify when and how this is used. They learn to
construct circuits to make lamps light up, linking this to their understanding of how
electricity works in their homes and school. Pupils investigate to find which materials are
conductors and insulators, exploring safety measures.

Working Scientifically
During Year 4, pupils will use the following practical scientific methods,
processes and skills:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to
answer them.
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests.
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking
accurate measurements.
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data.
• recording findings.
• reporting on findings from enquiries.
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values,
suggest improvements and raise further questions.
• using straightforward scientific evidence to support answers.

In Year 4, pupils continue their historical journey through
civilizations that have had a significant impact on Europe and
beyond. Children will explore the growth of the Roman Empire
before discovering how it affected life in Britain. They then learn
about an the Ancient Maya and discover how they lived and
existed, making comparisons and evaluating sources along the way.
Children will continue to evaluate the reliability of sources, recall
the lasting influence on British society and pose historically valid
questions when they compare invasions, technology, food & drink
and many more aspects of different time periods.
Pupils study the following units throughout their time in Year 4:

Roman Invasions
How did the Romans invade Britain and how successful were
they?
Pupils explore the timeline of attempted, failed and successful invasion of Britannia
by the Roman army. They discover the roles of Julius Caesar and Claudius and their
reasons for invasion and expansion of the Roman Empire. Pupils learn about Boudicca
and the role she played in rebelling against the invasion.

Roman Britain
How have the Romans influenced our country and culture
today?
Pupils explore Roman civilizations in the UK, discovering who lived here, what life was
like in the towns, and how each of the towns were connected. They explore Roman
beliefs and values, and how this linked Britain to the rest of the Roman Empire. Pupils
investigate how Romans have influenced our words and numbers.

Maya Civilizations
How have the human rights heroes you have studied made a
difference to our world?
Who were the Ancient Maya and how successful was their civilization? Pupils
discover when are where the Ancient Maya lived, exploring the climate and
geographical features of the region. They investigate Mayan society, learning about
the hierarchy and the roles of different members of society. Pupils discover the
religious beliefs of the Maya and the buildings that represented their faith.

HISTORY CURRICULUM TIMELINE

In Year 4, pupils focus on areas of the world far outside their locality
to enable them to make comparisons and deepen their
understanding of the complex geographical nature of planet Earth.
Pupils will compare human and physical features of the Amazon and
the USA. By the end of year 4, children will be able to confidently
apply geographical vocabulary, compare different areas of the world
and recall climate zones.
Pupils study the following units throughout their time in Year 4:

Amazon: Rivers and Rainforests
What is the Amazon, why is it significant and should it be
protected?
Pupils begin by studying the human geography of South America (populations,
languages spoken) before exploring the varying landforms and range in climates. They
locate rainforests around the world and complete an in-depth study of the Amazon to
understand the importance of rainforests in maintaining a healthy, functioning
ecosystem.

USA: Contrasting Location
What is it like in the USA and how is it similar to the UK?
Pupils learn to locate the continent of North America on a variety of maps, before
zooming in on the USA. They explore the population, climate and physical landscape
of the country, as well as discovering some of the most significant manmade
structures and landmarks. They link this learning to their study of skyscrapers. Pupils
discover what it is like to live in New York, the most populated city, making direct
comparisons to that of the UK and London.

For regular updates on school events, curriculum activities and community
information, follow us now on the following social platforms:

Instagram

Twitter

@arkjohnarcher

@ArkJohnArcher

School website
www.arkjohnarcher.org

